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HOLD A CANALE TO THE DL/

ANTCN  RAGATZY

Qver flfteen yeers nge T remd Erie Trank Russell's navel "Sinlster
Barrier" in the first lssue af "UNKNOWN". This wes my firat step to-
warda Sateniem. The navel weas heacd on Fortemn data snd gought ta ex—y
plain the agr-0ld peredcx between Man's healc degire far reace aAnd
security ond the sequence cf lnexplicable, 'self-inflicted' disasters
which have herassed him since time began. Rusasell hypotheslzed the

gxlatence of Invialhle crestures whc Ted an the evil emenntlona af W
human hetred. Menkind wan, to these creetures, s herd of cattie over
whlch they had complete but conecepgled power. i

In the navel, of rcaurase, the hero was atle to redeem manklnd, But
for us the rrchlem af good snd evll remnlna - and it is & prchlem

whleh 1 Tound kept re-aceurring In the writinges of imsglnative thin-
kers: Welle,JUnger,Huxley,Kasseck,Qrwell,Gohde,Rex Woarner. Tven the
Chriatian spalogist, C.S5.Iewle uard the medlum of spocalyptlc sclence-
fictlon to drew attentlaon tc the reality of 3atan {mlthough atidling
by the plous dogma that evil exists merely in order to he eventually
avercamg by good in g teleglogicel meral crder).

You sclence-flctlaon fana have elwayas had a penchant for evil. Not
only daes your mode cf life and way c¢f thinking reveal you as mthelsts
{whatever formnl cleim to ngnostleiam you may ccndescend to makel, but
your favaurite llteraturo disclaoses n relieh for dceth and deatructlon
an a cosmle scale, a rebellioung stiftude towards crtheodoxy and an
autspoken dlarestect tcwards the cancept you so delintounly deacribe
ra "Ghad"! Furtherrore meny of you - and 1% lg tc these that T gm
pddresslng this appeal - have found yourselves fascinated by heretleal
teles of fantmsy and magle, weird teles, teles af the aceult gnd the
supernaturel... Meny of you have, llke me, shuddered with dellght at
the nbcmineble herrors canjured up by Poe,Blerce,il.R.Jemes,Lavecraft,
Merrltt,Cerleth,Brrdbury,VWhentley nnd cthers. Evil attrzcts ug rll -
end yet few, very few are wllllng to comsider the possihllity that

there is a mallan tower,personal or impersonael, rompent in thla
Eerverae world.

Not even the Forteans, cremn es they should he to such a suggeation,
80 much aa mentlaon the worde "Evil","Satan",tha "Cevil"; and yet
Charles Fart'as most exelting concept, "We are Progperty!" ig mersly a
raraphrase cf the tiblical term "pacsessed", used far centuries to

descrite thase under the pewer of Seten and His subordinate evil
apirita.

Not only muet one face up to the very existence of ev!l, tut nlaa
ta the fget that evll exercises a strong Influence and ettraction.
You knaw the dreadful symptoma of thias: the way pecple revel In scenes !
ar illuatrations of blecdy road nccidents, executlena, vialent brawls
and murder. llesplte centuries of inculecated morellity,literature,fllms
gnd other medim pander to thla 1n the gloriflcaticn ef luat, greed,
power end viclence; 1f a line ls drewn in the Interests of "mcrality"
it is drawn by a minarity of censorlal peorle seting “on tehnlf af
the susceptitle messes"™. Progresslve sgcular autharities {(where they
da not go the whale hag nnd clndm thet treaita we sense sa evil are in
fact good and ta be encoureged - cf.Bcebbele’ phrase "Ler Krlegz npls
Gottesdienst"],eche the convenient cant thet this is noOt €vll Lo the «
ehaglute senae bui merely unwentcd (in modern asccicty,et any rateo)
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aapects af "neturel" men. This is particulsrly true af the Tnlied

dtates where,In the words of @ recaent "Eccnomiat" srtlcls, "Nature's
ncbhlemen® end neture itself {(ar "the Frontler" ar "ithe Weat") have al-
ways ccmmended grester reapeet then art {or "college professors' ar
“the Emat"]. Thus evil Is ratloned aut to the hungry masees in "hprm-
lega" dasee, and mcdern wethads of contrecl sesis=t in rerregsling eny
extremist reaponee — bt an the ather hend tre authorities themaelves
are guscertlble ta the influence of evil, snd imprcved tachnigues mol-
tiply the consequencee. Az Jchn Trunner polnted aut In a recent letist
to "New Futurion", - "Evil per sg can te fcund whererver you went L
lcak for }t. Even Tovecraft's dlStorted imsginatien cculd not hpve
found wcrda adequate to descrite Felsen gr Huchenwnld. or the priscnaz-
ef-war camps of Hcrea..." - cr the thousend-tomter rridg, or the Iidicen
of Europe,Moracca,Kenyse, Aratls,cr Hircehima snd Nagasaki...

Wct only 1s evil promulgeted directly, i1t Iz alao a-sated unwitting—
1y by the ea-called good. "The road to Hell ia peved with gacd Inten-
tlana," se the eaw hon it. In & apeech at Munich Universitr in Fetrnary
1955, Professor M Poucher declagred that “"the cencepts bonour, fame end
heralsm endanger the destiny of peaples". Surfece geoda hide wanic
evlls:- teauty in rlent end enlmal ls ususily a ty-nroduct af & cruel
Bexunal pracess; the selfleasnran of the Christien is mntivated by gel-

fleh desire far persaonal amlvatlian; where cnn one find - eingle virtne
which le Impregnetlae? “And ths Devil did grin,for his fariine sin/ Is
the pride that apes humility".{Colerldge). Chrleciianity {t: 1f, efter
adattlng hegethen rltes ond festivala ta 1ts cwn veae, ecan ] 1uEedf

serving Setan — cf. the sarry histary eof the officlal rell~ion of desn-
dent Rame, the burnimg of the Library of Alrxandzin by the Christien
emperor Theodeesiua, the religious ware mnd persecutlicns, the busning
of facco d'Ancoll ,Brvng, Servetus, Tyndale. .. =

Even ln parsonel life ycu can okserve the opermaticno o . . -.ofc lawa,
Nat anly ls entertmlnment enthused with evil; lsughter iterlf 13 pn
exprcaalan ¢f Sghedenfrevde, encteriority end pupnecei=zv. with 1dg n- i-

gina In the an ET trh® agt; end even "the gocd thiaga 1n 131fa" ar=
subject to & "law of dlminishing returne™. The firat draw vt n cige-
rette tastes tetter than the secard, whlch Jn turn tortag het-o ey

tha third, the flrat sip of caffee, the first Pall, the flrr: lavae-
affelr - after these enjoyment dzellnes progregsively unlert. g new,
"first" element 1s Introduced. Rath appetltes and scccltiiltles Frcems
mgre end more Jeded, end Schopenhauner remcrnd the pescimletlec econele-
stan that the very structure of wordly exlaience enfareed regresalon,
and thet one ehould commit sulclde befcre the "merginerl® erjoyment has
baegn renched, before the tenefits af 1life nre outweiched hy th. crowing
burdene Iin thila "vele of terTa". (Lo nnt the Churches opgpcse suiaside
beceuse it betrayse the benkruptcy of 11fe? But rreventing the raie

from leaving does nat Aave the sinking ahip!)

There is a conspiracy ¢f sllence an the cubject of evll. ia the
Cothclic writer Glovennl Papinl puta it: "Thealoginne have asidom ren—
tloned tha Devil for nome eenturies now, se though they were gshemed
to belleve in hisa real exigtence ar were afrald tao lcck him in the face
and investigete hia charector”. Bath Fagpini end ¥ather Cripines ware
recently rerrimended ty the Vatlecan far their writings on this rizh’anrd,
#a thet it 1g newadeya left te "outsldera™ ta kecome gtudents of

"comgaretlve lrreliglaon™.
Erten weam unknawn in Jewlsh thought tefore 539 E.C.;the thwmos pean-

ge3 ln the 01d Testement which mention Him are all peest-exilier. Fefous
then therz wes thought to be only one Ged, cremtor and scurce of bosh
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1ight and derkneas, good snd evil (Ise 45, 6-7). The conflict Eetwee
gaocd and ev1l remalined the moet taffllng problem cf existence - unti?
a duallst philcsaphy, which caoncelved a Satan derlved from the Yorag-
aatrian Ahriman, served to salwe this peradax, Vergilius Ferm, in hia
"Encyclopacdla of Religlen®, states that in Jewish thought end legend
Satan rersined s figure of secondary rank and power, alwayas anbordin
to God end sutject to discigllne by him. Only 1n Chrlatlanity did
feten ncme to be regnrded ms A Divine Belng, aitogether independant
end hostile ta God, the malevalent warker of evil Iln the world, and
thus to te 1demtified wlth the Devll. In the Wew Testemsnt 96t e nEseni,
Riz kingdem are regarded mcs encempasaing the entlre warld; He 1s the
suthor cf g1l evill. In the Mlddle Ages Hls power weoe conaldered to be
ebaclute; In the cpinion of Wycllffe the esrth muat ohey Him. Tuther
regarded Hlm es the most pctent force on enrth, and !n the 18th een-
tury Wasley waa 8ti11 a firm hellever In wltcheraft.

Christianlty, despite this more resllatlec view af the arigins cf
evil, c¢lung to the pathetic fallany that Ged wac omnipatent, and pre
ched the apoecalyptic dogma that good must triumpgh over evil in the
long run. As events made this mere and mare imrleuaible acepticlam
sprend {going to the ather extreme by denying the existence aof beth
Goo ond the Devll), and the conaplracy of eceleaiastical silencs
hegan. One can aonly assume that the Churches are remliatic enocugh ta
know that the turning pcint af the battle hss riready tasn paased,
and thet 1t kes heen decided in Saten's favanr, end ers rerhapa afre
that if the situation §s described in these terma tha few remaining
"Christlan saldlers" will desert, pnd there will ba a large-roala
rugh of "neutrals" to climt an the Dlevlil'a bandwaggon!

Writers cutelde the Churches hrve tsen free to teke a more replis
view of the lnadequecy of Ged i1m hlas mortal struggle againat tha Dev

and . thla haa led to a marked lnerease af belief in the finitene
0f God - ™the coneccpt that Gad's powers ere llmlited ty rerliticss whini
he dld not create™ —— In other wards, lirmited ty Hetan's FoweTs. In

hie Encyciopaedla, Ferm guotes a number of philasophars, Ineludling
Kant, wha fTavcured the pessitility ef a finlte Ged. (One must hear in
mind that ln eerlier days such phileoarphers would have heen hurnt ss
heretica hy the Church that persecuted the dusnlist Manichees,Gnaostics
and Alhlgenes. After ell, even the warld'e great philosapherns were
gubject to cenaprshlp, znd anly the leas tlaaphemous af thelr writin
eaw print. Schopenhsurr'a blngrephersa, far inatence, admit that his
nctes on marriege and kindred taplea were "unfit far publlcetion).
More recently, H.G.Wells In hls garly "Gad,the Invisihile Eing", tried
to explaln eway God's unmiatekable insdequacy by suproeing hlm tao te
youthful gad, recently “"born" tut develcping. Claf Stepledon churac-
teristlcally turned to sclence-Tletlon to develop his dunliastlie thems
thet "we and a1l Bther forma of 1ife wll1ll face o universe almcsot
wholly haatile and what we ahculd cell evil" {in the words cf S14
Birchby's cacellent artiecle in the recent "New Futurisn®). Stapledon
denles that good will rventually triumph aver evil: “"he @ees na LoB-

g8ikle end to the co-exlstences of Gocd amd Fvil," —— but once ggaln we
find a refusal +¢ remd the writing on the wall gnd renlise that evil
could triumph finally sand ccneluslvely over gead - and thet mankind

cquld well eerloumly cansider giving up all thcught of a atruggla
whlech has obkviously heeceme futile; and think of cutting ocur lasace
and making the beat cf e bsd jok.

I have na need to e211 ¢cn your teser inatincts in arpealing for an
end to cant and for en hanest subwlssion to Saten. Let us give the
Devll Ela dum, guite arart from the ultimate ourome of thla ecoamie



atruggle — He hea malwayc exerclsed p fasecination and, se C.3.Ilewin

heg remarked, is haerdly less rowerful and much more Interesting than
God (thus perhers the etriking phrsse in the Commendment: "I em &
semalguz Ged" - was there nao ketter justlficatlan fer Gad's dewgnd for
exclusive warship?). The 11literste expressed their aympathy bty prc—
verbs comman ta many lengueges —({"The Levll's not oa tlack sa he ls
ainted" ); the pristocracy could afford to prectice their blasgphemy
Margqule de Spde, the Hellflre Clut, Iord Eyron); and,as teval, mcat

cf the writeres merely wrote. Marlo Prez hps traced this l1lterary
eroatacy through the agee gince Milton flrst gave Hetan e Prametheen
character end 18th century literature tegen fo revel In terror egslinet
a fiothic (end,in England, e Monicheen-Puritsn) tezckercund, Shakesreare's
"The Prince of Lerkness is a gentlemsn" wes echoed by Suckling and
Shelley, end the litersture noire so popular smong erlightened clrcles
Ineluded such writeérs and thlnkeres ms Alfrede de Musset, Petrue Beral.
the early Flaubert,Brudelaire {"expatlatlng on the grendeur of parlahd?
Rerval ,Mirbenu,leutreamont,Rlmteud (“"recommerding the =systematic die-
ardedng of the senses") ,Rartez 4'durevilly,Huysmens,Jerry.Strindterg
{"wlth his med end fruitful enthusissm fer the tlack gert" ) ,Peledan

and many, meny aothers. Even Mark Twain ccnfessed, ln hla eutobdography,
"1 have glweys felt frlendly 1owsrds Saten". Mpre rerently Jean Faul
dartre wrote a £00-perge erologla for Jsan Genft - thief,lisr,vegebond,

homogexunl and traitor, for wham evll waa the Summum gﬁﬁﬂg. In 8 re-
cent eszpy In the "Hibtert Jourmel", Frits Helinemann de Itern Sertre's
prelse of Genl@t ms p “zggg&ﬁglg Dlaboliy a term whleh cauld well apply
to Carl Gustnvy Jung's &%xa ation aof the God of Jdoh, Iln which ha rea-
ched the coneclusion that God la toth gocd end evil, toth Ged end Setan,
to our dlfferentlieted conecioungness; and thet it ts merely 2 kind cf

g;gt whether God & recognired mas the Summuam Banum oy the
um Malum
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But thls i= ebvicusly & retreat frewm dumliem to the pasltion c¢f the

pre-exillic Hehrewa, and r dlsregard of the Imbelance af strength ef

the oppcaing farces. It la of course natursl that meny do nat hove the
etrength to face up ta Epten's supremacy, but the overwhelming evidence
could nat te ignored entirely. In G.X,Chestertcn's "Napoleon of Not-
ting H111" thea hero saya: "There mre,nfter all, enlgmas, even tc the
man wha haa felth. There are doukts... Ie the narma) humen need, the
narmal human condltlen, hlgher ar lawer thaon thoae speciel atgics aof

the aoul which call out a dcuttfuliend dangerous glary? Thase BApeclal
pcwers nf knowledge or aamcrifice whleh ere mede possitle anly by the

exigtence of evil?" Graham Greene, whao !5 renaowned {(with meny aothers)
fcr the unugual emphesis he pleces aon the geamy aide nf life, mlmcet
guggeste that the mare you have to repent tha hetter 1t 15! In the
Fellcan annual "Fllm" a ravliewer af "The Third Man® painted aut that
Greena'a reml hero wz= Harry Lime, the only genulne chgracter emang
shadowy, Incomplate and blurred fhgures.... 1t wez Heprry Lime wha -
gcholng Chesterton's herc - drew the devestating comparison between
the achievements cf the Renalesance under the Borglas and thet of the
fwlss durlng hundreds of yeorz of democracy snd peace - the cuckaog
clack! & thlrd Cathalle, T.5.f%1iot, In hie essay on Beudelalre, went
B¢ fmar ma to mamy that "it 13 betier, In 8 paredcxinal woy, to da ewll
than to do nathdng: at lenst we exiat™.

Which bringae ue to kxletcntinllam. The pcglies mn*ﬂits rnd the huga
internatianal lltereture af protest d¢ not turn thelr backs an e2vll;
in fact "they Eeam ta assume thet squelor and merlt are somchecw Inax-
tricatly lIlntertwlned; and Ssrtre and Cemus esaert that goad end tad
gre gll disgsclved in the finel pgbaurdity of ever helng alive st @il".
{41len Pryce-Jencs In a redla talk). Thua 1life, in thelr view, tecames
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a Tun-away vehlacle of pelf-expresslon, and Exisntentimllam 1ln fact
avera that the hlghe=t gim a3 to fulfil ene's awn lnner cr true
'"Meing", - whatever 1ts charecter. Let us then all enjcy the "lIncrea
of energy and crestiveness” which Stephen Spender achleved by "indul-
ging wlthaout remcrse In the trutal selfishmese ¢f helng a writer"
(Journal). Onee mubjective standards are applled, we con all achleve
grentness pccerding to ocur own stendards {ms Hitler dld}); we mast hut
follow gur own, cur wery cwn calling. Centurles sgo John Donme vaiced
this urge towardas self-fulfllment: "Fereign crosases, cther men's i
merita ore nct mine; nelther are devionua, and remaote, and unnsEcensary
crogses, Wy Crcsses.-- I muet not go out of my way to seek o ercas,
far 50 it 1a not mine, nor leld for my teking up. I em not kcund to
hunt after m persecution, nor tc =2tend it end not fly... T am bound
t0 teke up my cross; and that is only mine, whech the hand of Ged hed
1ald for me, that ia, In the way of my calllng, temptaticns and tri- |
buletlons Incident to thet". The ultiwete end, then, was hies "eslling®
Ortega v Gasset, In his "Chras caompletas" states thei "Man has no
ather reslity than his 1life...which esch must shape fer hims=elf...He
must thus find cut which of all peesaitle esctlivities In each moment
lenda him the gremtest remlity, which has the mozt senze and beat
corresponds te hla own belng... This succession of ueunlly interdapen
dent decimions as to what you do finelly gives you n genaral style of
living corresponding to your cwn Delng...it insplres and steere your
acta". Paul Velery's "Mon Feust" explnined to Mephiataphelesa: "1 heva
aeen hoth gcad and evil; good pricing frocw evil and evll erising from
good ..., I do nothing but just 1llve... Every second I am born faor the
next secand. Seeling ls encugh, and the knowledge 1hol one szeea. Whaet
could there ke which 18 more real™" William ®.Witlsan, in his navel
"Crageent City", wrltes: "It's not what thay do unto you...or what
ycu de unto them, but what you do unto yourself. You 1ive wlith 1f...
Whet is left at the end is nat your fallures or yaur successes elither
nar ycour misery or your happlness... not the wrrld you made or that
made yau, btut ycurself..." And flnplly,"The True Nature of Love" as
degcrited by F.A.Magoun is " tho pessionpte and ehliding deslre an the
rart of twe cr more (ncim bene -AR) pecple tc produce together the
conditione under whirh e€ach fan be, end spaontancously expresz, hls
regl gelf —-- Love ls self-disccvery and self-fulfilment..."

I have qunted mt such length In order to re-assure you. Seten asks
nothing mare of you than this famllimr tenmet - seif-expression and
self-fulfilment! For most af you your mode oflife nmeed neti change.
Your lives serve Satan, whether you are conselcus of Him or nat. But
once we are intelllgent enough tc face the existence of evll, and
couragecus enough to reallse who hns won the age-old game, we can rid
agur sculs aof cant end ocur minds of parnmdox mnd canfliect. There are
multitudes of excuaes availnble ta the modern wcrld fcr its evlid
acts - yet o few atroang-minded person: are hanest to themaelves ln
their enjoyment of evil far evil's aake rather than the treer motives
of greed ond luet fcr power. Cnee we arc in tune wl th eseentiasl reml!-
ty we feel lts stromgth Tlcwing thrcugh une. In a revlew of Korl Jas-
per'a "Tragedy les not Enough" cur pcsition of veantage is dreerlhbed:
"Only the vislonwhich mccepts the tragiec gltumtion in which humanly
we flnd aurselves cen truly experience the harmony teyand and wlth it
o releagee from the fear, defiance ar pesaimiam which haunta a mercly
gentimontal vlew af life's harrore ar diaagtera”.

Weed I explein thet, with the evclutlan and refinement of the con-
cert of Satan, the mode of Hia worship hes elsa progreassed? In en-
cient tlmeg it was combined with the aelf-transcondance atteinad
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brough fortlllity rltes end phollus werahip (St.Jderome:"T %*ii!ﬂ
n lumbls gst",),and only a few decndes mgo Alistplir Uruw?éﬁhgiic

he sexual ac*t ns the highest form af worshlp. Put elementary sexua-
ity hne lost its bleaphemic charmrter, and sexual vigeur is admlred

in the mcet edvanced countrles ngnin, where the rTesl erlmes in ccntem-
gorary tourgeclte intellectual soeclety nre puriton tralts c¢f okharacter.

Anptole France's erlgram, "de foutes les ﬂﬂﬁljpiiﬂﬁg sexuq;;gﬂiéﬁ olus
m c'r?gg ﬁ chas ' hoe last I1ts Tdree nnd beoome i oore

. nnotheT mode 0T Wafehip wan rovolt agnlneat esuthority - {Somnel
Butlar: "The levil was the first af tha nnmc;} from whom the race of
Petels cnme".) Tarlng the Feasants Rekellion Saten tecame a kind of
revolutlicnary gecd to Whom the masoen turned for masistance nralnat
the appressive nobles and thelr ally, the Church. Although nowednys
any £ee a Hdatanle farce in revelutionary communism, in mctuml fTact
puthority itself serves Him. Ht111 tater the Levil tecame mnscolnted
with the "mnglcal" sclence of morcerers erd alchemiata, but the magi-

glang' attemrts to subordinate the dlatolical faorces to these af Geg
paturally faliled.

48 John Erunmer has smld, the day aof the consclous bleraghemer 1g
QVET. We have meen the current validity of the Satanic tenet, =clf-
fulfllment. Most of ue have ndvanced teyond the stage of the Misca

of " Eag", wlth the renegnde pricat performing ebominatie
8 between the legs of e naked woman, supine on Hls altar. Our
¥Worehlp has become dematerialised; we have penetroted beyond the phy-
gleal vall. We, on whom the bonds nf crthodexy rent lightly, Liave

ﬂ% the underlylng essence of rvil sa gkly conjured up by the

B 0f welrd telea, end the mcre edvanced devotse: feel it ond
feed cn 1t 1n other medla, even 1n everyday gurroundings... And, bear
in mind, Satan's prlesta hove certaln advantages aver mere fellcw-
travellers, for the Devil looke eflier hls awm. "Better to reign in
el]l] than serva in Hemven!'

Antan Hmzgatry.
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glast Irat Page { mterts op page 8 if yev Y dn't found 1t yet!)
E cvenings naws krondeest trought the plemsent mews thot our admi-
rahle Minister of TIremrrort has incregned foreign pogtage,letter rots,
gurface matl,from 4 france, to 4,50 fra. For Engllsh repdera: juat

8d rer letter, or 9 cents US.We're bock an the doubtful henor af
‘..ig the country wlith the highest letter-poetage. Thie will cut lct-
tcre from here once mggein...sc0 I Jual cen't wrlte to every onc of you
asking whether yom'd censider writing an sriicle or =tory. I muat

» Bprenl vin theee pages. fure there will he porscnal reguesta, mainly

When I heve g subject whleh I feel ane of yeu may hove specinl gquall-
flentiong for writlng 1t up. (Thaot scunde horrltle! )

#ut here T can btnt relternte m statement made by Feul Fnever In one
0f his recent QRICN's. I'd love to keep the high stznderd Alpha hea
mang ed to abtnln over the last coupla ef lssues, tut it depends an
the renders, far YCU sate alnd the guthees, for na ona I kpnow wilil wrlte
for £ mag he's nat even seen, especlally na wa just con't pay feor ooy
item we do racelve or requaet. You will heve resd, or wlll rerd some-
where in the issue whet plans sre in store far futurc lasues. Quarter-
ly. If YOU ora willing ta write end draw end comment. If YOU will Jjuat
gut your hepde wnder the caold water tap , end if that 1an't sufficient
pEk your wife or sweathesrt {unlesz ycu're of the femele variety,in
which cese yau can help yoursclves) te get rld of the cobwehs in your
herd, on your tyrer end your daesk. And if ycu can't write, try, snd ilat
me declde. Tec thase X/édd who eenm write (elpgsaes T2IT) I'm nat med te-
eguge you ¢ouldn't help me cut. I understond the position. But I re-
fuee to rpologise for m small 1ssue. If I dan't get sufflelent yzood
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Thlas 1s ¢ type of editerinl I hope I never sgoin will hcve to wrlie
in my fannlah cerreer. (h,nc, den't get me wrong, I'm not golng to
apologise heceuse thla lssue heprena to he anly slxteen regea lnestesd
of the usual thirty or thereebouts. OCh no. It'as gquite esasy to pnublizh
thirty pegeer. Come to think of 1t, T supgcaes I couldl even churn oaut
B alzty paga lasue every manth 1f T felt sao lnclined ,end had the mo- ¢
ney of course. Hpoting down el1]l the odd menticne thet now go into letter
to you or to someane else, binding them into A& column, would be the
ea=lest thlng to dc. Revliewing the mag= that srrive here, instesd cf
Wwrltlng o letter of comment would erzily ccver a thlrd af the mag. ind
I could elways gtart Iast Page ¢n numter one pnd end thet on the losgt
rege before the bacover. I coguld even drew thet taoo!

BOT....T grefer ta play editer...putllsh materiel thet =zomeane haa
wrltten ond sent me...trying o presert I® In A menner that will plense
tath resder and suthor. T prefer to resd nn article, and return it with
8 roasible sugee stlon a8 ta how 1t could be Improved, or whet impor-
tant factcr the euthor miscsed out. Pilay ghed te there poar alaving
gunthora 1f you'd 1lke ta put 1t thet way.

Paar eleving suthcre, my foot. Haw sbout sperlng 8 thomght ta the edi-
tor ? I ein suprosed to collect materlal for puhlicemtion, in order to giv
YOU g good mageazine. Who can I epperl 10% YOU of courame. There are
gsevergl excellent puthors amongst you, end the rest of thc reedrrahip
wiuld just love to see you egaln end sgain. Unfortunstely, becnusa you
gTe axcellent wrltcra, mony other fanedlicrs have the zpmea ider of re-
questlng matetlal from yeu, and you ere aimplv overhurdened. 1 kncw
because I am nat an excellent euthor {neye mc)] end I have o flle cf
these thinges 1lylng sbout. Then there are the oecaslaonal fons wha malnly
restrict themmselves to wrlting letters and gn ccecsslonel grilele ar
etory.In that eotegory I would clase myaelf. And thase tao,through
thelr voluminous carresrcndcncee never get through the regueats they
Inevitskly gather.

Then there mre the silent ones. The frna thet subescrite ta ycur zlne
and you never hear from them sgoln t111 they renew. I have arcaslonally
dropred scme ¢f these n 1ina, hut too often they don't even anewer.Yet
it musat he from the ranks aof theae thet new gutheorn muat appear.If
everycna who receives Alpho emnd hosn't so faor contrltuted even e letter
of comment wauld sttempt +fn write rn ertlele or stary, I1'd be deluged
with atout 150 contrlbutlana. More then half the readera o8 p matter aof
fact. Fut T heve no delurians on that part. ind wlth the athara busy
where da I turn?

Turn hesak teo your own ccuntry, to the cantinent, en accezalenal suggestl
wauld spy. Reerding & langurge 18 samething completely different from
being shle to write thot lroguegs thcugh. &nd not everycne has hed n
chonce llke Tlnve or nmyself tao lenrn English In Ynglond. And where thelr
artlcles might be fine In thelr netlve lcngunge,they get nmuddled ug

in the varlous plifplls of the forelgn lenguage. Troanelrtlon? To da a
word-for-ward tranelsziicon [pllowing fer sentence structure of ecoursg)
1z ton long pnd tirimg p tnak. Whllat 'freg tragnslation' is umselese, as
I conld Just ¥ea well write the thing in the flrst plece,given the plot
ar besle ldes bhehind the artiale. Agoain a tllnd alley. Sure, the lade
try thelr bhest, gnd some af the materisl,sllowing for the dlfiiculty of
lenguage (2n snllowence that mugt creep in) 1s goad. But there's not
encugh to ga rvound.Not unill I cen collar ancther dozenm aor ea possaltle
aubhare, ond even then, getting them ta try wrliing an artlecle l& =1
engy as waking up that heilf aof the meillng liat earlier roferred to.

: Wase nur,klelne Flann, aeked Hona Fallede. I suggest turning te pnge T.I
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Well dear Brethrens and Clsterna (nat really),as yon know,

8 18 the last of the ﬂﬁﬂi 0ld Alrhas. As from the next ish, which
uld ba out sema time in January, you will he getting g}ﬂ. Tzines
I the price of one, each '2ine under a different editarship altha!
whole will atl1ll be called "ALFHA". Of course, what you will call
remains ta he sean... = .

any case, wa hope you'll like it., There's nothing like a change

u know. Of coursze, for us there will he one advantage : walll hoth
¥e our particular sphere of Influence wherein we shall he able ta
¥ and do exactly as we please (we hapa| and therefare, if ama af us
ints crud, he will soan know about it and T trust you won't hesita-
to tell him so. RNaturally, you are alsa requested to tell him if
prints something gaod. He {1kes that |

And now, I should T1ike you all te rally round and send me

gds and loads of contributions {(yau can send Jan some toa if you 1i-
, traviding you are loaded... with contributiers I mean). You may
nd me some illos tono 1f you like; in fact, send me as much as you
g2ibly can turn out without ralsing too wuch suspieion: I shouldn(t
ke enything ta happen to you... So, get gqut your paper and pan-
13 and let the gray matter work avertime huh ?

. Now that's off my chest, wa'll turn ta this ather deliecnta
tter : JAZZ] Yes, T knew same of you don't like 1t, bhut we can't
1p that can we ? T dare say there are peopls who are not interas-
ed in atamp collecting ar learndng fareign languages ar other hob-
1ea. 1'm not particularly keen on stamp collecting myeself hut stlll
wonldn't valge a stink if I encountered ane in samebody's fanzine.
might skip the article of course, or comment unfavourahly com 1t; I
1ght aven commant favaurahly on it if it were sufficlently well writ-
en, becanse, even such an apparantly dull hebhy as stamp callecting
gan be interesting, providing: {a) you can discover enaugh peaople to
Bend you scme choice specimen, and [b] you have enough maney ta buy
be lateet 1ssues, at which point of course it ceases te te a habby
nd Instead becomes almost a full-taime job, and an expensive one ta
bact.

However all this is pgetting us nowhere fast. What I'm try-
ing ta tell you ( ar rrepare yoau fcr, as the case may Be) 1s that
you will probakly find an occasianal jazz eolumn, or something can-
nected with jazz, in my half af the zine.

Iou might alan, if you're lucky, find something remeotely caonnected
with science-fiction. In fact, to sum up, you are quits likely to

find acmething about almost anything.... that 1s, if I dan't faorget
ta ipelude 1t.

There 1a alase the possible shartage af material to considers
Should I mot he mhle ta zssemhle enaugh d material, three posal-
Bilities raise their ugly heads : 1) Jan W11 have to maoke up the
number of pages by increaaing the sige of his awn zine;{2] T shall
hsve ta write the stuff myself; or {(3) you'll be a numher of pagas
short] So 1t's up to you my gooo fen, See what you can da huh?

You know, there!s nothing llke a good "selid" column for supparting

a fanmag] The "Alpha Romeo™; {?)
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ED COX:- ...Lrlc Bentcliffa's grticle cr column juat about convinced
mae that there ieg no pcrnagraphy in present dey science fle-
tion. I don't kncw first-hend since I haven't been reanding current
ragazinga. I think the main diffleulty is his interpretstion of the
word 'parnograrhy' end his mental eprllcaticn af the term 'cbacene’,
None of the pasemges he qucted ppreared antually pcrncgraphle since,
1f you disregard the orligin af the word (the uriting of precatituten)
and loak carefully et the general current ugage of the werd 'chscene’,

wou'll find that they are there merely tc sell the story, whlch 1a the
only intent.

A1lowlng fer the author'as explanation [in this article) that
gometiglng pornographic need not be necessarlly sexual cor lugtful im
matura, he st111 has pretty flimey hasls fcr the chaervations. Remem-
bering the meaning of the word 'obscene' In conngction wilth what 1s
genernlly considerrd pornograthic in nature ty repders (and specifi-
cally by cenaaras mend thelr 11k), thcee stories would nmeveYr have been
published or the magazines distributed had they actually had such
content.

By definltion, et least, aomething ckecene 1s =a when 1t of-
fende modeaty ¢r decency ar is lewd. Cross-checking you won't £ind
much elge under cther defimiticna cf these words. In archele deflni-
tlon cf thig werd you'll find it is asynanymous wlth repulalve,dis-
gustlng and etaminabla. Archaic ar oct, those are juast about how you'l
find pecrle judging euch thinge as considered chscene. Which le meln-
ly the sex ect and varicus affiliatione!

Okay, T'11 wager thet most pecple with the excertian of old
maids {by cholce), the clergy, and a faw cthers for varlaus reansons,
thage reoeeges quoted by Erle did ngg ceuse diesgust, or repulse or
shame or much of pnythlmg elae. Mainly becnuse, as narmel adults (ar

knowing juvenlles!], the eex pet ond prellminary petting la a normal,
healthy human functian.

Anytody disagrea?

A1l rlght pow, the abnormal sex practices, aince they arae
atien ta ihe normal person, could rlghtly he called aobecene since they
roguld be called repulslve, dlsgustlng, ete. Of course, cne of thoae
peaple weuld not conslder It such. Just goes to show how definiticne
gan vary. But that ie, I wuld say, a lagleal usage for the word,

Alsa, 1f in, =my "Highweys in Hlding", the hero did ngi hit
the heroine ik the stcmepch and emcaro {(1?) but instend, frllowed the
nsual procedure and it was deserited in the story dewn to the nth
detmll, then that mg defined by current pcatal regulsticns, wauld in-
deed he porncgrapklec and unfit for publication. Even passibly okscens,
If, ln "The End of the Warld" that allent, male nurse proceeded ta
yractice what 1s known ms unnatural aex acis on the sleeping heraine,
then that foa could be called raorncgraghy since, If descrited in de-
tall, it would be cbacene te probably the majorlty af readers.

You cnn ge@ what I'm getting et, I hope. Flrstly, as Dr.Kio-
gey's resenrch ilndlcates, each peracn heas hls ar her own cancept of
what 12 gnd what ian't nmatural, unnatural and therefere agkscene and
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thereby tecomlng rorncgraphic. Seccndly, teking Erle's bhasls Inte con-
laeration end even extendlng It as I've tried ta da, Lihere is ne aec-
tual rornography in sclence fictlonm taday. There was In the ald MARVE
TATFS and posaibly asome other ancient pulp-magazines c¢f the alder
thirtlas, but 1f thease quotea, mare or lesa out of context nt that,
are any indlration, then I melntain that there is na rarnography in
gclenca firtion tedny.

§§5 Beelng that you've mald that fer the 1hlrd time, T am flrvmly
cénvineed that it ls yeuvr cplulon that there is no torncgraphy
ln sclence fletlon today....

HIEE WALILACE:- ...I think Erlc Bentcll{fe's column wns the mast Inta-

" rcsting thing in the isfue. Tersenaelly, I coosider al-
mast anything £it for edult feadipg putliceticen prapidins it la rela-
tlve to the subject-ratter of the book cr story in which it BPTERTS.
In other worda, a stcry set In Home ntthe time of its decline shauld
mention {(ond if the pleot requlres it, dwell u; the hcemc-seyuality
prevaiipnt at the time if it is to he @t &11 ‘hentic. I diallke
booka whlch whitewnshsaclety ond pretend that we're m11 1lttle engzels
withaut a wrong thcught in cur collectlve Innocent heads!

I den't knew if you've evar rerd Gerald Kersh's Bisht ongd
ghi City, but if nct T suggest you have an loak et it. Tt is meinly
grout 'Farry Fablien', a little, useless londaon ponece {liver off the
eerninga! ] and Zoe, the woman he 1lves c¢ff. The bock ls gcrdid gnd T
BULE0Se gomeé might even crll it otacene, but pergonally 1 don't think
1t ls cEecene 1n the least. The brsie plat aof the kcok d g thot !t
be pretty crude atout certaln esubhjects net mentlaned Jn.gg??éﬁ gociely
{thet blt phout pclite society le m damned lie!). The same goes, ao
for ns T'm conecerned, ebout James Joyce's [lysses —- what blt I've
rend of the damn, crazy, mixed-up thing!

Now @ bcck 1ike the Naked and the Dend I do clesa as oh-
gcene, in g0 far ns it le npugEatisg tc read. 1 fall cfopletely to see
the remscn why n lengthy description of white grubs crowling aver the
rotting genltals of the two-week-cld carpse of n Jap saldier sheuld he
required ty the plot of ppy book! The whole thing made me eick.

I'm 1ittle tothered by ordinary sexual chbecenlty. Theoea
who are moran-minded enough to went to remd such badly-written (oh yes
it is...T uged to know n men wha mpde quite a Elt by flogeing 1t hefore
the rozzera got onte him, and I reed ac¢me of the trash) ruch are wei-
come ta da s0, so far as I'm concerred. Assuming,cf couresa, that they
don't cerrupt chlldren with it...but then I've alwnys hed =& feeling
that 1t tnkes e prettiy moronla twelve-year-nld to Lg corrupied ty
that stuff!

44§ The Haked and the Dsad is ntill on the 1let of beoks I ghall
ane day read... Howevar, since 1t la, me far e=s recallactian Zoaes
atout the 11fe In the army, and mt wnr, ond suppcaed to tackla
the subject reallstlically, I can eze no reason why that Farticu-
lar ecene shculd kave baen amitted. You youraself would allow
homo-sexuallty in a Rcman novel,hecause at the time it wng patt
of the tehaviaur of soaciety. The gruba were not cf aociaty, but
they wera there on thame corpsea, ln the frantlines where neither
aide got e chence fo ccllact mll thelr demd. And that Eingle
descriptlen haa had more effect Inm brlnglng home the horrors of
war then half e dozen tlue hooks on Belusen and other concentration
camgs, or atcm-hombs, resldimg on their shelves In the libhraries.
A nd after all, It wasn't en A11iled zoldier, which mleht hove
made the descrlption ohecene where 1t ncw passed muster... 1



DAFINE FUCKEMAOTEH:~ ...Eriec Bentelliffe complaine that severg) peapl
e e A L missad the pelnt of hls 1eet artlele mnd explnl
wiat it wona. While he was gphout 1lt, he mlght heve explnined what th
raint of % one waR; 1 have read 1t twlce and atlll cannat mee an
purpose in ie. Ho mersly rerroduces hlts of pornagrachy, gilving a
ahart resume af the accampanying plet. IT hla purpoae lg to declde §
3 Fornography appearsn under the cover of af ond whethar the hnd
i‘!&taliﬂu wnleh sf hae in the oyes of the general public la warrant
or unwarranted ne ilhe come mey be, then there is some Folnt in 1t.Hy
there 1a no indle.tian that thls la what he ia dolng. Tha pleces ha
guatea nrc,ln his own words,"not true tag iife" ,"unnaceusary", "nouna
ating™, "frustating” ond,last end most o0ddly,"s gcood line tn end cn"™ A
The firat three descriptlons nre surely no more than are would expeci
from tho lavel af writing from whlch theape exarples nre tnken. Tha
Tourth augpests that he was encugh entertalined by thla perticulanr pl
to fell to he me ctjectlve nm his professed Furwaee wculd requlre.
foar the lnat - whatever the quote was, It was not a good 1ine to en
ori. An norticle of thla kind needs t¢ come ta some sort of conelusiv
oplnion on the polnt concerned, but here thg suggeation ia that 1ih
reader ls left In suapense by hle Intereat ln the gquotation itnelf.

krmrt from all thls Erle writea Lln an 1nterast1ﬂ
end ]llvely style and 1 leok forwmrd to readlng mare af his articlas
anly he wall atiek to the point snd not get carrlied swny with the sul
Ject matter ha le ePupprsed to be criticialng.

§€¢ Another ramnder put 1t mare Fluntly - eaylng that Eric wan
too engrossed In quotlng, and thereby fargot the discusslon.
Either way, Zrle needed thrse guotes ta prave his statemenis yel
to come 1ln the m xt lnatalment of hls cclumn, and thet wnz the
reaaom sor taeir use. Lelther of us (Zave and Jan) ore Intercst
in rumning n pornograthic dlgest, if we dld, we cnn get far betl
materinl here on the coantlnent. Ho anyone wha feela inclined %
quate further sterlea, even If they nre from Freaks and Supernel
no, thanka... Not interested {(not for publlentlon onywoy!)

But Lerhne had core to say....

DE {ctd):-..."Why Tevlew fenzinea" geems tao rum the subject up quite
S well but,not haeving been a revileuwer mysclf I cannat fairly
glve an aplinlen om 1t. In hls snalysls af matlvea faor Toan activity 11
generel though, he omlts the deslre ta wrlte far !ts own sake. I thil
most peaple find some satisfaction 1n organielng thea m8léa lnaide
thelr hends into semethling coherent and traneformlng 1t inte o fangll
{apa more ar lese permmnent) printed article. And then , ngnln, 1t 1la L
useful record if cne ever wants te know what sort of a mind ona hkad,}
Bay, ten yemrs ago. (Though usually it's better mot to know;nlmost irf-
variably the reactlon to ane's own previcua work,eapeclnlly 1f it'g
gerloua,ls somethlng like "Wee 1 reanlly ae conoelted?"(or llliterate
er dogmntle as the coee may be)]... \
»..Lelplece eesma to think that the mare iechmlenl stuff
there 18 1n a novel the hetter that noavel is nrd that the tachnical
BPpFraach i@ an advance on the paychaleglesl. How long haa ha hbaen m
fan? Anyone whc was reading af for more than five ¥enras ar sa should
know thnt it is the paychaleglecal that haes replaced the eso-called
iiégat angle that characterised the firat sclanca-fictlan, ond that i
all the bettar for 1t. After pll, navels ,whather sf or aerdinmry,
Bhculd ba abaut people. If one wanta n tachnlcnl traotlsa there are
L plenty of baoks wrlitten me such so why expect or went the navellat +g
¥ give you what can ¢nly bhe n half-boked versloe of a Tew 0dd hlts of |
- Inlcrmatlcn pushed in to pad cut the atory? I should make 1t clenr +h
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I am spenking only cf facrfs.1f the wsuthor has eome fazmcinatlng though
newhere nenr factuasl thees to prepeund, then let's heve lt: that's
what esclence-figotion la far!

66§ I'11 let Maurice reply +to this hlmeelf if he wants to., Ra-
gnrds the review af Mara-Aller-Retour: thim is & semi-fnotual
book - one could almost sny It wes Exploration of Speca worked
Inta o navel. &nd if Eof8 clalmed to te feotuml, eurely the
technlgnes mentioned in thls book can te celled much,when a
well-known putharity euch as Werner von Braun lenda hlag abtillty?
Hourlee though ia bound to te a tlt enthusiastle about s7T ,espe—
c1ally on ihe teechnlecml slde...He's only just gradusted fraom
Verne...whlch acught to get a raply from hlim...

Having been sa gerinue throughcut this issue, let's have a sapot
B blt Brighter...frcm Prance thle tlme:

Fram a letter frem JEAL ITNaRD:

———

MEUH !
Of jour dans la prairle
Un brave G-V-C- {garde—vache communal)

vit dans 1'herbe fleuris

un ptlt veeu qul peisaslit

Et le ptit veeu commencmit & grosalr

Il grasalssanit en palgsemnt 1'herbe tendrs
Et le pilt verpn commengalt & grossir

11 gressisgait gue ¢a faizeit plalseir
Heuk!

Quand 1'€éte fut venue

11 adcha le gazon

le prairle devenue

comme un vleux peillasson

Et le ptlt veau commengalt & malgrir

I1 mnlgrisameit en a'pasgent d'herte tendre
Et le ptlf veau commengelt & malgrir

Il malgrinssalt que g¢gm falsalt souffrlr
Menh!

C'eat pinal qur 3'termline

ia rhanaan du ptit vegn

81 elle est pae hien fine

le gujet est ncuvewmn

car le ptlt veau commengalt B graselr em yralsasnt 1'herte tendre,
et emar le ptlt vemau commengalt @ maigrir en a'raszant d'herte

"Que 1'on ne =zglt guand cela vp finlr" tendra

Meuh?

§§¢ Whe epid we dldn't 1ike peetry?e7s
CLAUDE HATT:-...As far the letter sectlam, where does Wim Struyeck aet
R ~  off in referenece to the ALL STAR CONTINENTAL ISSUE when
epeaking cf the last ATLPHA. ALL EURCPHAN, yezs! Tut TLXAS ....TPKES
that ia! hes flrat elsalm te the term 8TAR, when lao reference

equntry., Arnd tc¢c, about elght yemra maga mome trilliconaire got tired

cf yeu Eurogeana claiming ihe term CONTINENT, sr he hired m conal

threa milea wlde (you can't see khis on the maps) dug around Texas

and now, elmce Texas is lnrger than any mere lend mass upon the Earth
wa nlac heave firat clalm to ths term,CONTINENT. Now almoat eny maps

you lock at {maps are drawn ty Yenkee damnme d 35nkﬂe]%;ec$¥e—aif the]at
may be loosely coneldered ns auch--00000,yes!) shewa that TEXAS 15 aor
of emall. But I went you to telleve the word cf mn honest, sericus

Texan when I tell you that TLXAS ls Indeed larpger than thet little 13



state presented by those dammed yonkees on ell maps. Foet 13, I got

n map of Texas that ccvers my whale bed pnd when I unfcld 1t I have to
go outside in the atreet. Of course, tc really pcriray how larges ToXAS
renlly ia, a mop would have ta te at least 1/1.000.CCC.QCC.00C.000 in
ratto (the present rotio used ty dammed ynnkee map-maekers is amaller)
and the mnp alene wrculd be tha size ef the reat cf the United Stntes,
England esnd Runaln thrown In. I tell you, TuXAS i1a remlly huge. lhy
teck home, which is gatout the center of the =lote (10.000 miles away],
we've heard aften nbout the o0ld TEsLAS cowbay who died ¢f thlrat betwee
the front gate and the ranch houss hecausae most ranchees heve blg frant
yaTde, I know & ranch back out around San Angelo thol hna a shipping
pen (where they bunch up the gteers tefore loadlug them an a Lrain!)
whleh is lorge encugh to te called a atpntse! Fnet is, there waa a lalke
atout the size of the Atlontle Ccemsn wlthlr tkle ahliplng penm but It
waan't lnrge enough tc wanter mll thls rancher'a steers sao he lmad to
drill : or 4 thcusand water wells. Well, thls wea TEXAS cf ccurame, and
had those drillers pcked a rlg down imnto the goil than 0IL cnme up
gushlng black. Thls nngered the rancher, bhecause he glresdy lwd a
couple of milllcn peres ruined with 01l wells. (0il wells sure apall
the grass.) And he gued the arilling company.... Well, I cculd contlnug
telllng you mbout T:XAS but I feel that I'wve given Wim Bfruyck the 1
correct facts end if he intends tc refer tc STAR pnd CONTINEHTAL epaln)
he shauld ask permicssicn from a TuLAMN firgt. I herety give hlzm permls-|
gicn in pdvonce. ..

§6§ I am eure that Ulm wlll appreclete the Infermaticn. Of course
we here know that TLXAS is blg, eorxrry BIG!!! We pce pletures now
and then. It's nlac empty...which 2eema to te mlrrored in the
henda of netlives...

55§ Scrry there lagn't meore room fer furiher l1etters, but we wouli
not want Ambrnala to rin over the whale mag naw, would we? Howew
for nrppropriate egabtco: The MARKSUIAN wos the firat short story =
in AIPEA that recelved more then one "heszt in the izsue® tag, na
o motter of fmet it wns theonly ever to recrlve even one. 2TIONI-
FYTNG NOTUING meant that to p 1otd of perrle, a conment T feared
wanld follaw, tut it was apprecioted by the mepjorlty, and alan
rece'd gome first place vcoctea.Vernonm bMeCgrln bhowaver run off wilth
the hlgsheat henaurs. Hennett & Benford got nome cnteells, hut anm
the whale, their cantributicna were "gqulte good" tr "not tco bad
T his au lieu of fuller commenta, sorry Tolks.

R R R R R R P A M R s A A R R L
The {allcwing fanrzinea were rec'd ¢t Antwerp during the past three
manthe: (August,September,Cctcter]:Pontheon (FaFa):Psyohotic 20:Fsl %
Geastalt 2&3;3.F.ilewal?;Slander 1:Frillig 1;FAFERD 142 (TAFA);F.Times
£28/254+Andromeda 175 {r.Comptell):Orlcn 11512:0bligue 3:Fanrsinia:
Fhlctanm(FAPA) ;ISFA 2.3;Vold 3;Frenmchluss 2:3.F.Revlew 21;New Futurld
53Trlode 4;Copsla 18;Kaymar Trader {folded):Stlantasy & Lark {FPAPA):
Oncwanata 1;771 7;Canfan 26; Andrfhreda 1 {(drnsting)ilierlin 11212:0b11lqu
4:Gemzine 4:8;Grue 24;lipepar 5;(FAF/);Play 4:Vieing:Bem §!111 1
Wendiga 4;Undertakinga;lluzey;d.0.22;{kat not Trenda 20 & 21!!'!)VKR
(German);Paa (FAPA);Camher S:Femlzine;Gargoyle {one-shot):;Umtro ALY,

Ta gl1 the aktave fanzines trade ccpliles are being sent. If your zlne ;
nat mantioned would you let us knaw 1f yau atlll went ta trmde, or i
recsan why ycur meg lc delayced all thia time, e3a we shsll otherwise B
farced ta the coneluslan that you are HOT intereated In alpha. TAFA
memters will receive A in treode for their Fopomags they so kilndly cse
untll I tecme a member myself. Thanks in the meantlme far the gestul
Subacribers will flnd o number here to indiecante haow many lesues they
81111 have due..... taklng Into pocount the new subrates,effectlve
of next lesue. If your subh hes run ant, wen't ycn rensw s2acnest if
14 you Btll]l are Intereated? Thanks tc you people too for the suppecrt:
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SENSATION AL NEWS FROM THE CONTINENT - FAMZ LIS FANZINE FDLDS.I

—. READ ALl ARANT 1T o

Hi folksl

1
Dan't let these 8111y headlines acare you. I never kelieve
what 1 hear and anly half af what T see, and sa daes Jan, dontcha Jan?

" 'a Rightl Besidea, who said anything about folding 70
" I dunna, T never did; did vou % ™
" No. Did yau? n

" N3, ds...y Say, we'll never get the news over this way. Well folks,
I ghinle w24 hetter start at the beginning. Actually, there was some-
tiing in those headlinea after all, because the ALPHA you have known,
under thea jolrt editorship of Jarn and Dave is folding, and fer 2 rea-
2gnd { 1) because we think we are not makling satlafactory progreas ,
and gonsequently don't want to get into a rut, and (2) because Phyla
115 Econamou subbed usl

Those of you ex-faneds who have suffered a sub from this
Jinx (self-confessed I hasten to add) will confirm that every 'zine
She subs to has a paculiar habit of folding...

BUT.... in spits of tha fact that the old Alpha is5 suffering
from aenile decay, or gafiacis extremis, or whatever you like to call
it, a MEW Alpha 1s being born, an Alpha full of the vitalilty of a new-
born babe, well.., & babe anywny. Nope, I'm wrong againl I mean TWINSI
Ven, you'll be getting TWO Alphas now, and each one different: One of
them will be edited hy Jan and the athep by yours truly., They will ha
grouped togethar, back to back, and one of them will he upside down,
Which one is toa be upside down hesn't haen decided vat.

This momentoaus decision has heen reached in arder ta: a)
Lry and make maore satisfactary Frogress and avoid the rut, and (h):
£21l Phyllas Economou [Af she subs us again next year, we may hecome
quadruplets - what are you btrying to do Fhyllis, divids and canquer?)

" Hay Dave, when you'we finished mucking about, mayhe welll get down
to businesal™ TLaok felks, T dan’t %now whether ycu've been akle tno
decaipher the above, but what 1t amounts to is this: dinstcad of AILPHA
belng run under the jcint editorship of Dave and myaclf, eaeh one of
us will B# responsitle for approximately half of the 1ssue, which in-
eldentallv w11 appear 1n future as s quarterly and will cantzin an
average of L0 pages. It will et1ll he called Alpha and the twln zines
will E¥ aanlﬂt; ] r?ﬁﬁixi The price willl remain the =aome
Eég;:ﬁgs ut the pr1cé, ﬁﬁa Sgne, will te 4increased to ¢ 15,- cr 1/-
or Fra. 7,50 etec.ete... Yes, 1f you werk it aut, the price dcesn't

actually gc up, but, en the other hand, wa only lose money four times
B year naw, instead of six? 13



1

Far the henefit of those local fans{and any nthers living
gutside the country, where the system operates] I am plad tn infarm
you that I {Jan) have acquired a P.G. account (e.c.p.) which tears
the number : 53€8.22. My address of course you know, tut thase af
yau who are =till dgncrant {{ huh?])] af same ({ahl]] here it is =
Berchemiei 229, Rcrgerhout , mear Antwerp, Belgium, Eurgpe, (World].

" Say dJan, there's the matter ef contrihutinnsg too. Quits a ticklish
prohlem isn't it? hahal "

" Hehel ves, it d1=. 5ti111, they ¢an send 'em either te you or to me,
as they think fit."

" Yes,tut how do they know when they're thinkinﬁ fitin

"Well, if they smend me the real Macoy and you the crud, they!ll Be
thinking fitl n

" Yes, and then I1'11 thraw a fitl And how about letters af rommdnt?

o we cut each one up in little pieces and keep the ones that eoncern
us, dr what?n

"Parhapa we can ack them to sznd us their comments on separate sheets

of paper.”
" 0.K. ask them.,?
" T have, kind cf."

"O0.R. Say falks, whatever you da, don't write us each a letter. That
would te tco horrihly expencive and tesides you wauld cnly te enrl-
ching the P.{. atill further, which 1s already lousy with money, whe-
reas mast af ycu have had te start fraom seratch] 0

Hghl By the way, the 1ssves will he mailed in enveloges, ... "

, Jan? "

" Shut up Dave, can't ycu be sericus far one minute?H

" Na, why?n

" As T was saying... the issue will he @ent in envev... damnl enve-
lapes, and will bhe mailed out during the months of Janusry, April,

July and Octaeber and will be numbered: Winwer, Spring, Summer and
Autumn., "

I'I'Erl

MSurely ynu mean enevploes

... Our editarial policy.,."
"Is to keep you guessing... atout cur editaorial roliey.™

"That'a right. Now there 1s s5till the matter of exchanges. Thesa will
of caurse be accepted with pleasure and may be sent either to Dave
or myself,lU..

" ... who will comment am same either ty letter or in their regpec-
tive rags, as we think fit. There's that silly word again Jan."

" Aw come of-fit! New Yisten here falks : Alpha %s run at a lass. Ycu
know that. Fer those wha didn't eatch 4t I'11 repeat {(0h Jan! }) T
"ahem! ALFHA TS ROUN AT A LOS83111 Therefare we suggest, in gur usual
genercus way, of offering a special rate to all praspective Hanorary
Subserihers, which will amount to $ 1.5C, or the equivalent thereaf.
This will entitle them to the "Ne Iuxe" edition, which will have co-

loured paper covera and coloured illustraticns thraughout.n

" Well, hoys and girls, that's it. We hape yon will like our new
ALPHA, and that you will not forget to lat us lmow all about it..,
Right ? Then WRITE] "™ - |

A Gl



